
Sr. M. Agatha Meister
Sister M. Agatha Meister, O.P. Sister M. Agatha Meister, a Dominican Sister of San Rafael, died peacefully at Saint Mary's Convent
in Reno, Nevada on July 19, 2011, after a lengthy illness. Linda Christina Meister was born in Reno, Nevada in 1929. She attended
Saint Thomas Aquinas School where she first met the Dominican Sisters. After her father's death when she was in sixth grade, she
went to live at Saint Catherine Academy in Benicia. Christina graduated from Benicia High School and entered the convent. Sister
Agatha quickly became known and admired for her good nature and diligence in taking care of all tasks. She earned a degree in
sociology and her teaching credential in summer school sessions at Dominican College. For forty-nine years Sister Agatha taught
school, primarily first grade, in California and Nevada elementary schools. While teaching at Our Lady of Mercy School in Daly City,
Sister Agatha decided to specialize in special education. After more coursework and fieldwork, she obtained several grants from
local foundations to fund her bio-semantics program. When she retired, Sister Agatha returned to Reno and became an
enthusiastic volunteer at Saint Mary's Medical Center, where she developed a project that ministered to children who had to wait
for family members in the unfamiliar surroundings of a hospital. Sister Agatha also found ways to engage volunteers who were
themselves ability challenged; she had a special gift for expanding her reach by welcoming others to work with her. She was also a
comforting and helpful presence on the Take Care-A-Vans, mobile dental and medical services for those unable to come to the
Center. Sister Agatha is survived by her nieces, Dorothy Kerr of Fremont, California, and Cathy Fureaker of Oklahoma, several
other family members, and by her Dominican Sisters. A vigil will be held on July 26 at 7:00 PM in the Dominican Sisters' Center,
1520 Grand Avenue, San Rafael. The funeral Mass will be on July 27 at 10 AM, also in the Dominican Sisters' Center. Burial will
follow at Saint Dominic Cemetery in Benicia. A memorial Mass will be held in Reno at a later date. Memorial contributions may be
made Dominican Sisters of San Rafael, Development Office, 1520 Grand Avenue, San Rafael California, 94901. Monte's Chapel
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